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Mbutu, Mbaise, 2 January 2000. 
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Umuchieze, Mbaise, 13 December 1998. 

4 National Archive of Nigeria, Enugu 
(NAE), ABADIST, 14/1/873, “A. Jamola, to 
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the District Officer, Aba,” 21 July 1943. 

Cited in Elizabeth Isichei, A History of 
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Nigeria (London: Longman Group, 1983), 
400. 

For an analysis of the oil palm trade in Ni-
geria, see, for example, Eno J. Usoro, The 
Nigerian Oil Palm Industry: Government 
Policy and Export Production, 1906–1965 
(Ibadan, Nigeria: Ibadan University Press, 
1974); and O. N. Njoku, “Trading with 
the Metropolis: An Unequal Exchange,” 
in Britain and Nigeria: Exploitation or 
Development, ed. Toyin Falola, 124–41 
(London: Zed Books, 1987). 

Igbo culture and ecological areas can be 
broadly categorized as follows: Western 
or Delta Igbo (Asaba, Ika, Ndokwa); 
Northwestern (north and south Niger 
flood plain: Onitsha, Idemili, Aguata, 
Nri, Awka [Anambra]; Northern [Awgu, 
Enugu, Nsukka, Abakaliki: Enugu State 
and part of Ebonyi State]; Central [Orlu, 
Owerri, Nkwere, Ideato, and Mbano, 
Mbaise, Etiti, Okigwe: Imo State]; South-
west [Ohaji, Egbema, Oguta, Ndoni, and 
Ikwerre: part of Imo and Rivers States]: 
South [Ngwa, Asa, Etche, Ukwa: Abia 
State]; and Eastern [Umuahia-Ikwuano, 
Bende, Ohafia, Afikpo, Aro: part of Abia 
and Ebonyi States]). Taken from Ogbu U. 
Kalu, “Osondu: Patterns of Igbo Quest for 
Jesus Power,” unpublished paper. 

In the settler colonies of southern and 
eastern Africa, where Africans competed 
with capitalist agriculture, the labour of 
African men and the subsistence produc-
tion of African women also helped to 
subsidize the state, capitalist agriculture, 
mining, and industry. See, for example, 
Colin Bundy, The Rise and Fall of the South 
African Peasantry (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1979). 

However, the pace of agricultural trans-
formation varied widely from the cash 
crop producing regions of West Africa to 
southern and eastern African societies, 
where farmers faced more direct demands 
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on their lands and labour from European 
settlers. The different colonial experiences 
account for the varied nature of African 
agricultural transformation, the farmers’ 
responses, and the effects of the decline in 
the agricultural economy. For an account 
of the process of agricultural change in 
Africa, see, for example, H. J. W. Mutsaers, 
Peasants, Farmers and Scientists: A Chron-
icle of Tropical Agricultural Science in the 
Twentieth Century New York: Springer, 
2007); W. J. Barber, “The Movement into 
the World Economy,” in Economic Transi-
tion in Africa, ed. M. J. Herskovits and M. 
Harwitz, 299–29 (Evanston, IL: North-
western University Press, 1964); Sara 
Berry, No Condition is Permanent: The 
Social Dynamics of Agrarian Change in 
Sub-Saharan Africa (Madison: University 
of Wisconsin Press, 1993); W. R. Duggan, 
An Economic Analysis of Southern African 
Agriculture (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1986); 
Anthony G. Hopkins, An Economic His-
tory of West Africa (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1973); Martin A. Klein, 
ed., Peasants in Africa: Historical and 
Contemporary Perspectives (London: Sage, 
1980); David Siddle and Kenneth Swindell, 
Rural Change in Tropical Africa: From Col-
onies to Nation States (Cambridge, MA: B. 
Blackwell, 1990); J. Tosh, “The Cash Crop 
Revolution in Tropical Africa: An Agri-
cultural Reappraisal,” African Affairs 79 
(1980): 79–94. 

10  In 1985, for example, an estimated 10 
million Africans left their homes and 
fields because they were unable to support 
themselves. An additional 20 million were 
reported to be at risk of debilitating hun-
ger. See Lloyd Timberlake, Africa in Crisis: 
The Causes, the Cures of Environmental 
Bankruptcy (London: Earthscan, 1985). 
Numerous World Bank reports since 1981 
have indicated an overall pattern of severe 
economic deterioration and stagnation 
manifested in food security problems and 
low levels of growth in the agricultural 
subsector. See especially World Bank, Ac-
celerated Development in Sub-Saharan Af-
rica: An Agenda for Action (Washington, 
DC: World Bank, 1981); Towards Sustain-
able Development in Sub-Saharan Africa: 
A Joint Program of Action (Washington, 

DC: World Bank, 1984); Sub-Saharan 
Africa: From Crisis to Sustainable Devel-
opment (Washington, DC: World Bank, 
1989). Studies of agricultural sustain-
ability include Abe Goldman, “Threats 
to Sustainability in African Agriculture: 
Searching for Appropriate Paradigms,” 
Human Ecology 23, no. 3 (1995): 291–334. 
See also G. K. Douglass, “The Meaning of 
Agricultural Sustainability,” in Agricul-
tural Sustainability in a Changing World 
Order, ed. G. K. Douglas, 3–29 (Boulder, 
CO: Westview, 1994); George J. S. Dei, 
“Sustainable Development in the African 
Context: Revisiting Some Theoretical and 
Methodological Issues,” African Develop-
ment 18, no. 2 (1993): 97–110; and C. K. 
Eicher, Sustainable Institutions for African 
Agricultural Development, International 
Service for National Agricultural Re-
search (ISNAR), Working Paper no. 19 
(The Hague: ISNAR, 1989). 

11  Studies of agricultural change in Nigeria 
have focused on how state actions trans-
formed rural agricultural economies and 
threatened agricultural sustainability. See, 
for example, Jerome C. Wells, Agricultural 
Policy and Economic Growth in Nigeria, 
1962–1968 (Ibadan, Nigeria: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1974); Food and Agricultural 
Organisation, Agricultural Development in 
Nigeria, 1965–1980 (Rome: FAO, 1966). 

12  There is also an argument that the eco-
nomic reforms driven by the IMF and the 
World Bank in Africa over the last decades 
have exacerbated the pace of agricultural 
and economic decline. For the implica-
tions of structural adjustment programs 
(SAPs) on African agriculture, see S. Com-
mander, ed., SAP and Agriculture: Theory 
and Practice in Africa and Latin America 
(London: Overseas Development Institute, 
1989). See also Christina H. Gladwin, ed., 
Structural Adjustment and African Women 
Farmers (Gainesville: University of Florida 
Press, 1991); and Commonwealth Sec-
retariat, Engendering Adjustment for the 
1990s: Report of a Commonwealth Expert 
Group on Structural Adjustment (London: 
Commonwealth Secretariat, 1989). 

13  There appears to be a consensus on the 
decline in the level of agricultural pro-
duction, although there is less agreement 
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on exactly what are the causes and what 
should be the remedies. Furthermore, 
critics seeking general explanatory models 
of the nature of agricultural crisis have 
reproduced this error. The current ubiqui-
tous use of the word “crisis” in explaining 
the decline in African agriculture is not 
without uses, but it needs the addition of 
specific local details to avoid over-gener-
alization. The general “crisis” thesis has 
led to distortions in the description of the 
nature of the agrarian crisis and sustain-
ability because the discourse has not been 
adequately grounded in the social struc-
tures and everyday life of the studied so-
cieties. An in-depth understanding of the 
varied nature of the African agricultural 
crisis calls for an exploration of regional 
variations and experiences. For a general 
review of the literature on the African ag-
ricultural crisis, see Sara Berry, “The Food 
Crisis and Agrarian Change in Africa: A 
Review Essay,” African Studies Review 27, 
no. 2 (1984): 59. 

14  See Berry, “The Food Crisis.” Berry extends 
her argument for a need to reconceptu-
alise African agrarian discourse in No 
Condition is Permanent, especially, 10–16. 
See also M. F. Lofchie and S. K. Commins, 
“Food Deficit and Agricultural Policies 
in Tropical Africa,” Journal of Modern 
African Studies 20, no. 1 (1982): 1–25. See 
also M. F. Lofchie, “The Decline of Afri-
can Agriculture,” in Drought and Hunger 
in Africa: Denying Famine a Future, ed. 
Michael H. Glantz, 85–110 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1987); J. 
Hinderink and J. J. Sterkenburg, “Agri-
cultural Policy and Production in Africa: 
The Aims, the Methods, and the Means,” 
Journal of Modern African Studies 21, no. 
1 (1983): 1–23; Michael Watts and Thomas 
Bassett, “Crisis and Change in African 
Agriculture: A Comparative Study of the 
Ivory Coast and Nigeria,” African Studies 
Review 28, no. 4 (December, 1986):3–27; 
R. Baker, “Linking and Sinking: Economic 
Externalities and the Persistence of Desti-
tution and Famine in Africa,” in Drought 
and Hunger in Africa, ed. M. H. Glantz, 
149–70 (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1987). See also Ray Bush, “The 
Politics of Food and Starvation,” Review 

of African Political Economy 68 (1996): 
169–95. 

15  See, for example, FAO, Regional Food Plan 
for Africa (Rome: FAO, 1980); World Bank, 
World Development Report (Washington, 
DC: World Bank, 1978); and World Bank, 
World Development Report (Washington, 
DC: World Bank, 1980). 

16  For more on this debate, see Berry, “The 
Food Crisis,” No Condition Is Permanent, 
10–6; Lofchie and Commins, “Food Defi-
cit and Agricultural Policies in Tropical 
Africa,” 1–25. 

17  See, for example, Bade Onimode, Imperi-
alism and Underdevelopment in Nigeria: 
The Dialectics of Mass Poverty (London: 
Zed Books, 1982). On agriculture and 
commodity production, see, for example, 
A. Faloyan, Agriculture and Economic 
Development in Nigeria: A Prescription for 
the Nigerian Green Revolution (New York: 
Vantage Press, 1983); J. O. Ahazuem and 
Toyin Falola, “Production for the Metrop-
olis: Agriculture and Forest Products,” in 
Britain and Nigeria: Exploitation or Devel-
opment, ed. Toyin Falola, 80–90 (London: 
Zed Books, 1987); Bade Onimode, Imperi-
alism and Underdevelopment in Nigeria: 
The Dialectics of Mass Poverty (London: 
Zed Books, 1982). See also O. N. Njoku, 
“Trading with the Metropolis”; Hopkins, 
Economic History; Rodney, How Europe 
Underdeveloped Africa; E. A. Brett, Co-
lonialism and Underdevelopment in East 
Africa: The Politics of Economic Change 
(London: Heinemann, 1974); G. Kay, The 
Political Economy of Colonialism in Ghana 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1972); I. W. Zartman, ed., The Political 
Economy of Nigeria (New York: Praeger, 
1983). For the relationship between peasant 
agriculture and the government at federal 
and state levels during the colonial era and 
the first four years of independence, see 
Gerald Helleiner, Peasant Agriculture, Go-
vernment and Economic Growth in Nigeria 
(Homewood, IL: R. D. Irwin, 1966). See 
also D. Rimmer, “The Economic Imprint 
of Colonialism and Domestic Food Sup-
plies in British Tropical Africa,” in Im-
perialism, Colonialism and Hunger: East 
and Central Africa, ed. Robert I. Rotberg, 
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141–65 (Lanham: MD: Lexington Books, 
1984). 

18  Cited in Huss-Ashmore, “Perspectives in 
African Food Crisis,” 12. 

19  Levi and Havinden, Economics of African 
Agriculture, 129–30. See also Ayodeji Olu-
koju, “The Faulkner ‘Blueprint’ and the 
Evolution of Agricultural Policy in Inter-
War Colonial Nigeria,” in The Foundations 
of Nigeria: Essays in Honor of Toyin Falola, 
ed. Adebayo Oyebade, 403–22 (Trenton, 
NJ: Africa World Press, 2003). 

20  Michael Watts, Sillent Violence: Food, 
Famine and Peasantry in Northern Nigeria 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1983), xxiii. 

21  Sara Berry, “The Food Crisis and Agrarian 
Change in Africa: A Review Essay,” Afri-
can Studies Review 27, no. 2 (1984), 61. 

22  Robert E. Clute, “The Role of Agriculture 
in African Development,” African Studies 
Review 25, no. 4 (December 1982): 3. See 
also Chima J. Korieh, “Food Production 
and the Food Crisis in Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca,” in Africa, Vol. 5: Contemporary Africa, 
ed. Toyin Falola, 391–416 (Durham, NC: 
Carolina Academic Press, 2003); Chima 
J. Korieh, “Agriculture,” in Africa, Vol. 5: 
Contemporary Africa, ed. Toyin Falola, 
417–36 (Durham, NC: Carolina Academic 
Press, 2003). 

23  Clute, “The Role of Agriculture,” 2–3. 

24  Ibid. 

25  Ester Boserup, Women’s Role in Economic 
Development (London: Allen & Unwin, 
1970). 

26  The discussion should (arguably) centre on 
gender because its relational nature would 
lead to a critical examination of economic, 
social, and political processes. This is 
crucial in examining agricultural change, 
since men and women are defined in terms 
of one another in the organization of pro-
duction. For a clear articulation of this 
position, see Joan Wallach Scott, “Gender: 
A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” 
in Joan Wallach Scott, Gender and the 
Politics of History (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1988). See also Marnie 
Hughes-Warrington’s fine articulation of 

Scott’s ideas on gender in Fifty Key Think-
ers on History (London: Routledge, 2000), 
279–80. 

27 See A. V. Chayanov, The Theory of Peas-
ant Economy (Homewood, IL: R.D. Irwin, 
1966). On the evolution of peasant societies 
in parts of Europe, see, for example, Peter 
Hoppenbrouwers, Jan Luiten van Zanden, 
and J. Luiten van Zanden, ed., Peasants 
into Farmers? The Transformation of Rural 
Economy and Society in the Low Countries 
(Middle Ages–19th Century) in Light of 
the Brenner Debate (Turnhout: Brepols, 
2001). 

28 See Sara Berry, Cocoa, Custom and Socio-
Economic Change in Rural Western Nigeria 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975). 

29 See Polly Hill, The Migrant Cocoa-farmers 
of Southern Ghana: A Study in Rural Capi-
talism (Hamburg: LIT, James Currey with 
the IAI, 1997). 

30 See Johannes Lagemann, Traditional 
Farming Systems in Eastern Nigeria (Mu-
nich and New York: Weltforum Verlag 
Humanities Press, 1977). For other differ-
entiations, see Onigu Christine Okali and 
C. Otite, ed., Readings in Nigerian Rural 
Society and Rural Economy (Ibadan, Nige-
ria: Heinemann Educational Books, 1990); 
and D. W. Norman, Economic Analysis of 
Agricultural Production and Labor Uti-
lization among the Hausa in the North of 
Nigeria, African Rural Employment Paper 
no. 4 (East Lansing: Michigan State Uni-
versity, 1973). 

31 See Martin, Palm Oil and Protest. 

32 For a general discussion of the develop-
ment of agriculture in the post-colonial 
era, see Jerome C. Wells, Agricultural 
Policy and Economic Growth in Nigeria, 
1962–1968 (Ibadan, Nigeria: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1974); and Tom Forrest, “Ag-
ricultural Policies in Nigeria, 1970–78,” 
in Rural Development in Tropical Africa, 
ed. J. Heyer, P. Roberts, and G. Williams, 
222–58 (London: Macmillan, 1981). 

33 For a social history of the civil war, see 
Axel Harneit-Sievers, Jones O. Ahazuem, 
and Sydney Emezue, A Social History of 
the Nigeria Civil War: Perspectives from 
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Below (Enugu, Nigeria: Jemezie Associ-
ates, 1997). 

34  By a “food-reserve-deficit” area, I mean 
an area without the capacity to produce 
enough for reserve during one farming 
season. Parts of Igboland, which were 
food-reserve-deficit areas, depended 
largely on food produced in other regions. 

35  On the development of the palm oil in-
dustry, see Eno J. Usoro, The Nigerian Oil 
Palm Industry: Government Policy and Ex-
port Production, 1906–1965 (Ibadan, Nige-
ria: University of Ibadan Press, 1974). For 
developments in the period after the aboli-
tion of the slave trade, see Martin Lynn, 
Commerce and Economic Change in West 
Africa: The Palm Oil Trade in the Nine-
teenth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2002); Susan Martin, 
Palm Oil and Protest: An Economic History 
of the Ngwa Region, South-Eastern Nigeria, 
1800–1980 (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1988); and Allister E. Hinds, 
“Government Policy and the Nigerian 
Palm Oil Export Industry, 1939–49,” Jour-
nal of African History 38 (1997): 459–78. 

36  For a good introduction to feminist analy-
ses, see Rosemarie Tong, Feminist Thought: 
A More Comprehensive Introduction, 2nd 
ed. (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1998). 
For studies of gender in the context of 
colonialism and imperialism, see, for 
example, Elizabeth Schmidt, Peasants, 
Traders, and Wives: Shona Women in the 
History of Zimbabwe, 1870–1939 (Ports-
mouth, NH: Heinemann, 1992); Nancy J. 
Hafkin and Edna Bay, Women in Africa: 
Studies in Social and Economic Change 
(Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 
1976); and Chima J. Korieh, “The Invisible 
Farmer? Women, Gender, and Colonial 
Agricultural Policy in the Igbo Region of 
Nigeria, c. 1913–1954,” African Economic 
History 29 (2001): 117–62. 

37  See the following works by Jane I. Guyer: 
Family and Farm in Southern Cameroon 
(Boston: Boston University Africa Stud-
ies Centre, 1984); “Naturalism in Models 
of African Production,” Man 19 (1984): 
355–73; “Multiplication of Labor: Histori-
cal Methods in the Study of Gender and 
Agricultural Change in Modern Africa,” 

Current Anthropology 29 (1988): 247–72; 
and “Female Farming in Anthropology 
and African History,” in Gender at the 
Crossroads of Knowledge: Feminist An-
thropology in the Postmodern Era, ed. M. 
di Leonardo, 257–77 (Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 1991). 

38  Oyeronke Oyewumi, The Invention of 
Women: Making an African Sense of West-
ern Gender Discourse (Minneapolis: Uni-
versity of Minnesota Press, 1997), 121. See 
also Helen Callaway, Gender, Culture and 
Empire: European Women in Colonial Ni-
geria (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 
1987); Nupur Chaudhuri and Margaret 
Strobel, ed., Western Women and Imperi-
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ington: Indiana University Press, 1992); 
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39  See, for example, Jean Allman, Susan Gei-
ger, and Nakanyike Musisi, ed., Women in 
African Colonial Histories (Bloomington: 
Indiana University Press, 2002); Margot 
Lovett, “Gender Relations, Class Forma-
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Jane Parpart and Kathleen Staudt, 23–46 
(Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 1989); and 
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Africaines 17 (1977): 41–63. 

40  See Northcote. W. Thomas, Anthropologi-
cal Report on the Ibo Speaking Peoples of 
Nigeria, Vol. 1 (London: Harrison and 
Sons, 1913–1914), 97. See also Elizabeth 
Isichei, A History of the Igbo People (Lon-
don: Macmillan, 1976), 27, 79; John Iliffe, 
The African Poor: A History (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1987), 92. 

41  Barry Floyd, Eastern Nigeria: A Geograph-
ical Review (London: MacMillan, 1969), 
57. 

42  For a description of rural poverty among 
the Igbo by the late nineteenth century, see 
Iliffe, The African Poor, 82–94. 

43  See George, Journal, 21 January 1866, 
CMS CA3/O. 18/23; F. M. Denis, Journal, 
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17 November 1908, CMS: UP 4/F2; T. J. 
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Growth.” 
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and John S. Sane, Essays on the Political 
Economy of Africa (New York: Monthly 
Review Press, 1973); and Emmanuel Ar-
ghiri, Unequal Exchange: A Study of the 
Imperialism of Trade, trans. B. Pearce 
(New York: Monthly Review Press, 1972). 
For Nigeria, see Bade Onimode, Imperial-
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